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Someone once said that nostalgia plays no dis Page 
small part in model railways, else why would people From the - President 66 
continue to model steam trains when diesels are 
cheaper! Managing Editor 66 

I am not disputing the first part of the Registrar : 66 
Statement, but I do suspect the second. Comparing 
the prices in magazines and on the hobby shop secretary's Desk 67 
Shelves, it seems to me that diesels, whether Brass HO Wheel Extractor 67 
plastic or brass, are not Significantly cheaper — 
to buy. Although I have not yet tried to model Lesley Street Revisited 68 
a diesel locomotive, on looking at the examples Book Reviews 69 
I have, I am of the opinion that I would rather . 
build a steam engine as it would appear simpler Hints and Tips 70 
than the average mainline diesel engine. Plans — DL3 and DH15 7] 

However, this does not alter the fact that 
it is nostalgia which leads people to model rail- More Matchbox Models 72 
ways. Perhaps what we tend to lose sight of Pop Valve 73 
is that today's generation does not relate to | 
the same things we do. A steam engine is a thing Plans - D16 and D17 74 
out of the museum for many younger people, and State News - Queensland 75 
to see models of steam engines and trains of the 
Steam era pounding round the rails at the various Victoria 77 
exhibitions, is not as interesting to them as New South Wales 79 
the modern diesels and related stock which they 

Western Australia 82 


can see in real life. 


Next time you visit the exhibitions, look 
and see where the younger people tend to congre- 
gate - more than likely you will see the largest 
crowds watching the trains that they can relate to. 

Rex Little 
Editor 
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On The Cover 


The winner of the Tim Dunlop Cup in the 1985 
Federal Modelling Competition was Peter Betts 
for his fine O scale model of a Midland Railway 
(UK) 4-2-2 locomotive. 


Photo by Jack Parker 


NOTICE 


accepts no responsibility 
for the accuracy or reliability of articles or 
advertising published herein, statements made or 
Opinions expressed in papers or discussions, nor 
do we necessarily subscribe to the views expressed 
or implied by contributors. 

Neither is any guarantee implied or expressed 
as to the good conduct or practice of advertisers 
herein, This publication reserves, at all times, 
the right to refuse acceptance of any matter con- 
Sidered unsuitable for publication. 
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THE FEDERAL SCENE 


FROM THE PRESIDENT 


It is very pleasing to see our membership 
is still on the increase, and I trust this trend 
will continue. Despite criticism of the decision 
made by the COM regarding Journal, several members 
who did not renew for 1984/85 have rejoined now 
that the problems have been overcome. 


Managed to get down to Melbourne for a one 
day visit to the Victorian Branch Annual Exhi- 
bition, and I must congratulate all concerned 
on the obvious improvement in the presentation 
and friendly attitude to the public. This is 
what our hobby is all about. 

Depending on the availability of time and 


personal finance, these interstate visits afford 
members of the COM the opportunity to meet members 
of other State Branches. As the expenses incurred 
are not subsidised, and it is not intended for 
any change to be made, it must be appreciated 
our movements are somewhat restricted. 

Very disappointing that Roger Lloyd has not 
received any offers of assistance in the prepar- 
ation of Journal. Regretably, the alternative 
means having Journal prepared commercially which 
will mean reverting to quarterly issues and in- 
creased membership fees, Is there a 'WHITE 
KNIGHT’ in the Victorian Branch? 

Keith J Wilcox 
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This looks like being only a small issue, 
judging by the small amount of mail I have received 
to date. I hope that Rex has plenty up his 
sleeve. We don't seem to be receiving as many 


photographs as before either. Isn't there anyone 
out there photographing models besides Jack Parker? 

That's all I have to say about Journal at 
the moment, so I will change to another subject. 
I was interested in a letter from John Eassie 
of Trax Model Products in the April issue of AMRM. 
He calls modellers of foreign outlines 'traitors' 
for not modelling Australian. For this he is 
Sure to raise the hackles of many modellers, but 
I do tend to agree with him. Without greater 
support for Australian models from the modeller 
domicled in Australia, I can't see the hobby pro- 
gressing in this country. 

If we are to attract the younger generation, 
| I am convinced we must have models of modern local 
| Prototype available off the shelf and _ painted 
liveries that the younger people 


will instantly recognise. 


tend 
‘with in 


It seems to be true that most older modellers 
to model the trains that he was familiar 
his younger years. Otherwise why do 


/so many of the British migrants here only model 


/steam era British? Because of the nostalgia 
| associated with steam and the modeller's earlier 
_years, I can't see any mass change of these people 


to local prototypes. 

But there are many who model prototypes quite 
foreign to. them. Why is American so popular? 
I suppose the main reasons are their ready avail- 
ability, a vast range of prototypes, but I suspect 
that another important factor is that the majority 
of American models run well. That they are more 
colourful than the rather drab local prototypes 
may also be a factor. 


Anyway, until Mr Eassie or other manufacturers 
can come up with boxed train sets that look good, 


and most importantly, run well out of the box, 
I think it will be a long time before we will 
Switch the allegiance of most modellers to the 


Australian scene, 


Incidentally, I can understand the reluctance 


of modellers to changing from their favourite 
boyhood prototype. I still model NSW steam 
1950's” era. No prizes for guessing what 


decade I grew up in and where! But I am slowly 
being converted, I have just made a large trestle 
for the Victorian Branch layout based on Victorian 
prototype. So there is hope for me yet! 

Roger Lloyd 
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LROM THE REGISTRAR 


The following figures are up to and including 
4 April 1986. 


Figures in  parenthese indicate comparable 
figures for April 1985. 
SENIOR STUDENT FAMILY TOTALS 
NSW AND ACT 
Renewals 194 3 27 224 
New 40 6 13 59 
283 (223) 
VICTORIA a 
Renewals 182 8 24 214 
New 20 4 7 31 
245 (224) 
QUEENSLAND —_ 
Renewals 69 4 i] 84 
New 10 5 2 17 
101 (82) 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA —_ 
Renewals 98 Ih 10 109 
New 21 s) 2 26 
135 (125) 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA AND NT a 
Renewals 3 - - 3 
New ~ - - = 
3% (6) 
TASMANIA - l - _ 
- l ~ ] (0) 
OVERSEAS 
Renewals 10 - - 10 
New 1 - ~ 1 
1] (8). 
648 35 96 779 (673) 
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THE SECRETARY’S DESK 


Following on my quest for an '86 motto in 
the last issue of Journal, the following entries 
have been received: 

J Treseder "Mix in '86" 


"Can Fix in "86" 


"Mr T' "Will Fix in '86" | 

Now it's over to you out there. Cast your 
vote now for whom you think should win the reward. 

Whilst speaking of the last issue of Journal, 
there has as yet been no meaningful input from 
any of the Branches on the matter of the AMRA 
Federal Constitution. Seems some of our members 
are very big on knocking - very small at being 
constructive. 

Correspondence received by Federal COM includ- 
ed a letter with a newspaper cutting, listing 
various sports and activities which receive Federal 
Government funding, with the suggestion that we 
were, perhaps, missing out on Government Largesse. 
COM has previously been up this path, the dead- 
end being ‘does not qualify’. The best infor- 
mation that could be obtained was that those activ-—- 
ities which do qualify for funding, participate 
in and/or sponsor international competitions in 
their chosen activities. As the Federal Modelling 
Competition appears to have been held for the 
last time, due to members lack of interest, what 
odds an international competition? 


Full marks to A Woods of Victorian Branch 
for trying, may be someone else out there has 
a constructive idea. : 

On a more somber note, have you given any 
thought as to what happens when you hit the buffer- 
stops, and head for that 'Great Roundhouse in 
the Sky'? | 

Over the last two months, I have spent, on 
and off, about five days sorting out an estate. 
The widow had no idea of the value of the goods, 
other than that one of the boxes still carried 
a label reading #10-16-0! 

Through the help of a local bbe shop which 
sells goods on commission, and the NSW Branch 
Auction, the widow will receive several times 
the value she had placed on the goods. 

Have you made any records of your models, 
books, tools? 

Have you made any arrangements with friends 
to sort out your models if the need arises? 

Or, will you leave it all, in the hope that 
a stranger will do the right thing by your family? 

In anticipation of your questions, no I had 
never met the man, no he was not a member of. AMRA, 
no I made no charge for my time or services. 
There, but for the grace of God, go I. Next 
week, I must start to record my locos, rolling 
stock, tools, etc. 

Regards to all. 

Phil Kelly 
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AN ALL BRASS HO WHEEL EXTRACTOR 


by Eric R Lawrie 


This is my number two Handy Gadget - a wheel 
extractor or press that you can make. 

The drawing might look a bit complicated, 
but do not let that scare you. Here are a couple 
of hints on how to go about cutting the slots 


by hand. 

First, the 5/8" slot in the main body: Mark 
out and centre pop four holes on 5/32" centres. 
Then drill carefully with a 5/32 drill. Drill 


the two outer holes first. This should remove 
enough metal to allow a file to be introduced 
into the slot. Carefully file to shape accurate- 


ly: 

Second, the horizontal slot in the anvil: 
Mark out the slot carefully, centre punch and 
drill through the anvil with a suitable drill 


to suit your axles. This forms the round bottom 
to the slot. Cut down with your small hacksaw 
to remove the waste and then file carefully to 
size. 

I have purposely left the anvil slot and 
spindle tip sizes to your own requirements to 
Suit the axles you use. The anvil is adjustable 
by the two 5/32" machine screws, and can be locked 
in the desired position to allow for different 
axle lengths. 

Good luck with this project. 
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LESLEY STREET REVISITED 


by Norm Read 


Some 30 years had elapsed since | first visit- 
ed that part of the world. The building in which 
now houses Vulcan Vale was then smelling of paint 
and varnish and the background, all a sky blue, 
stretched up over in a sweeping curve to a valance 


behind which was the lighting, very impressive 
for a layout room, so was the rolling stock on 
: it! : : . ; 

show. A" scale wooden gondola, certainly made 


a lasting impression. An article in Journal] 
158 in 1984 and the recent series of six in AMRM 
on the Vulcan Vale was of great interest to me. 
A photo of the abovementioned gondola appeared 
in Part | in April 1985 AMRM, 

So I did not hesitate to accept an invitation 
to revisit, whilst in Melbourne for the recent 
Victorian Branch Exhibition. 

Rick may well model On23, but his two watch- 
nowhere near that scale, but as _ they 
intentions were honourable, we 
building. Wow, what 


dogs are 
were assured, our 
were aliowed to enter the 
a change from last time; one is immediately struck 
with the amount of rockwork and the amount of 
time and effort that must have been expended to 
reach the present stage, and whilst thinking about 


all the weathering and vegetation details yet 
to be added, one becomes aware of sound - the 
sound of locomotives simmering away in sidings 


and the slow beat of air compressors. 

1 have heard a couple of commercial sound 
systems, but they are not in the same class as 
the system devised by Grant Richardson on this 
layout. Just to hear the various locos in action, 
especially double headed Shays pounding = away, 
through the mountains via tunnels, over viaducts 
and around cliff faces, was worth the trip alone, 
but there was so much more to feast the eyes on. 

The buildings alone took time to absorb the 
wealth of detail and the rolling = stock. Two 


A brass 35 class photographed | 
prior to being painted and | 
becoming 3053. 


Photo by Geoff Brown 


work vehicles really took my eye; fantastic with 
their detail, including tool boxes with an array 
of tools included. 1 doubt if a prototype vehicle 
would be fitted out as well. 

Entering underneath through cupboard doors 
to inspect the innards, no tangles of spaghetti 
were to be seen, only neatly secured rainbow wir- 
ing, all in keeping with the rest. 

'Siberia' is the workshop annex to the main 
building and houses, among other things, two loops 
of the railway; these are both fully enclosed 
with timber and access is gained by 25 bottom 
hinged doors and because of the grades and curves, 
these doors all vary in shape and size, quite 
an engineering job on its own. 

The track in these 'tubes' as’ elsewhere, 
is track circuited and the whereabouts of any 
train can be followed on LED panels, but to me 
everything on this system is to such a high stand- 
ard, it is doubtful if ever a train would get 
lost. 

but the longer one looked at the VV, one 
had the feeling that old Vulcan himself, back 
in the dreamtime, must have fired off a few thun- 
derbolts, and when the smoke had settled or cleared 
away, lo and behold there was the Vulcan Railway, 
because nowhere was there a visible sign of human 
participation, no dirt, dust, saw dust, plaster 
remains, paint splashes, any scraps of timber 
Or metal, nothing, not even a screwdriver or a 
pair of pliers in sight - very strange indeed. 

But my thanks to the Richardson family for 
a very interesting and enjoyable afternoon. 

Long may the supply of Trinkle last. 

By the way, if. anyone should be in the ACT, 
find out how to get to the Ginnenderra Falls, 
they will see the geography of Vulcan Vale in 
a smaller scale and that type of rockwork does 
exist. 
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With weathering yet to be 
carried out, a Trax 13 class 
pauses for the camera. 


Photo by Geoff Brown 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Great Western Diesel Railcars -— Sy lement 


by P Karau and J Copsey 


Wild Swan Publications Ltd 
ISBN O 906867 32 0 23 pp 


Following the publication of Jim Russell's 
book on the Diesel Railcars (reviewed in the Febru- 
ary 1986 issue of The Branchline), a former AEC 
employee has submitted some very useful additional 
information relating to their development, mainten- 
ance, allocation and operation. Included are 
some additional photographs not previously seen 
by your reviewer; one in particular of an unident- 
ified railcar at Dymock in 1958 has so much detail 
for the modeller of things GWR (or in this case, 
BR as well) that the book is well worth its cover 
price for that photograph alone. This photograph 
was taken from an overbridge at one end of the 
Station and covers the station, goods shed, sidings 
and the countryside Surrounding the railway - it's 
a mass of modelling detail - excuse my raving 
on, but 


£1.50 
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Broad Gauge Finale 


Compiled from photographs and notes by the 
Rev A H Malan 


Wild Swan Publications Ltd 
ISBN O 906867 31 2 70 pp B3<d0 


The Reverend Malan appears to have been an 


early railway enthusiast, living close to the 
Bristol and Exeter Railway. During the 1890s, 
in the very early days of photography, he used 


to hump his enormous glass plate camera from site 
to site to photograph the splendours of this broad 
gauge line. 

Fortunately some of his work still exists 
and is preserved in the public Record Office at 
Kew. Paul Karau and the team at Wild Swan have 
put together this delightful book of photographs, 
Supported by notes of footplate rides, and with 
descriptive captions to most of the photographs. 
With a little imagination, one could visualise 
what railways could have been had the broad gauge 
been allowed to continue instead of the narrow 
(i.e. 4'85" 'standard') gauge. 

Eddy Brown of the Broad Gauge Society has 


added some ‘modellers' notes, highlighting some 
of the details to be seen in the photographs. 
Well worth the money. 

HHI HHH IH 
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BEMO Model 1255 HOm Rhatische Bahn class GE6/6. 
Contrary to popular belief, BEMO is made in West 
Germany near the City of Stuttgart, not in Switzer- 


land. 
Photo by J Parker 


If you like a challenge and 
you already have a couple of 
MHG vans, why not paint one 
to represent an EHG as_ shown 
here. 


Photo by Geoff Brown 
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HINTS AND TIPS 


Reprinted from New Zealand Model Railway Journal 


PASSENGERS FOR CARRIAGES 


During the construction of six NZR A class 
46.5' passenger carriages, kitbashed from some 
(25 years) old Ratio plywood 57' LMS kits, I decid- 
ed to improve the looks by installing seats and 
passengers. Making these proved to be very easy 
and most effective - if you don't look too closely. 


SEATS 


These were designed to have the top of the 
seat backs about half way up the windows and the 
seats about three quarter window width. The 
depth of the seat comes about half way up the 
side walls under the window. As for length, l 
made mine to hold two passengers each side of 
a two foot aisle. Actual dimensions for HO scale 
are as shown in Figure 1, but adjust to suit your 
own scale. 

Seat bases - from 3 mm balsa cut 5 mm strips 
holding the knife at the seat back angle; - turn 
over the sheet for alternate cuts. Seat backs - 
10 mm strips cut from 1.5 mm balsa or card and 
attached to the bases with PVA glue. A good 
length for the strips for easy handling was 100 mn, 
and after the glue had set, paint seat strips 
red for 2nd Class and green or brown for lst Class. 

The paint I used was FAS waterproof art and 
poster paint bought as a set of five - black, 
red, yellow and green - from Whitcoulls for $3.85. 
It is still in use after painting a backdrop around 
my 50' layout. 

When dry, cut the seats to 12 mm length on 
a cutting jig, as shown in Figure 2, and paint 
the cut ends. After that they can be glued in 
place in the carriages, either direct to the floor 
or on a strip of card which may be slid into place. 
Use your eye for spacing the seats a reasonable 
distance apart. 


PASSENGERS 
Passengers are made from the soft plastic 
trays on which meat is sold in supermarkets. 


From the flat and straight portions, cut strips 
6 to 7 mm wide. Cut the head and shoulder shape 
and then slice off at seat back angle - cut 7 at 
12 to 15 mm long. Figure 3 shows the sequence 
of cuts with a sharp craft knife as follows: 
Inwards slope to shoulder 

Shoulders 

Above ears 

Back of head 

Front corners of body 

Vee cut for chin 

Body length 

When you have cut enough (I needed 120 people 
in all), commence painting by doing the face and 
upper chest flesh colour, a mix of red and white 
poster paint with an occasional one brown. Next 
the hair, in any colour you fancy, which covers 
the top, back and diagonal sides of the head, 
followed by three black dots to mark the eyes 
and mouth. Finally, paint clothing to suit on 
the front and sides only. This is made easier 
by spearing the body about the navel to hold it. 
There is no need to wait for the paint to dry 
between operations - just dump them into a hard 
plastic tray and carry on. 

When dry, glue into place on the seats with 
PVA, one passenger per seat next to the window, 
some seats vacant, and the odd figure standing 
in the aisle (made a bit longer). 
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AMRA STANDARDS 


by Peter Betts 


It is more than 10 years since AMRA standards 
were last reviewed, and it is therefore time to 
update them, Should any member have any construc- 
tive criticism of the standards booklet, now would 
be a good time to voice their opinion, either 
via a letter to the Editor or by writing to me 
directly. 

One of the current suggestions is that HO 
broad gauge should be included in the track and 
wheel standards. As the track gauge for such 
a system works out at 18.375 mm, it would seem 
logical to specify 18.3 mm nominal or 18.2 mm 
minimum and thus make it identical to EM standards 
for which components are readily available. if 
anyone knows of anyone (member or non-member) 
who works to, or is contemplating working to such 
a system, would they please contact me. 

There have been some suggestions received 
from the one AMRA member who is known to model 
in S_ gauge. If anyone knows of any others, 
will they please contact me so we can compare 
notes. 

Apart from the basic track and wheel stand- 
ards, N gauge is badly under-represented in AMRA 
Standards. Would some leading N gauge modeller, 
or Club such ’as the Sydney N Gauge Society please 
contact me with regard to filling in all the blank 
spaces in AMRA standards concerning N scale or 
9 mm gauge. | 
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MORE MATCHBOX MODELS FROM THE NONNY MOUSE ARCHIVES 


Continuing the 'King Size series saga. 


CAT NO 


K-2] 


K-23 


K-24 


K-25 


K-30 


K-32 


K-33 


YEAR OF INTRODUCTION 


1967 
1975 


1967 


1970 


1973 


1970) 


1975 


1970 


1975 


1970 
1978 


1970 


1978 


1972 


1978 


192 
1978 


1972 
1978 


1972 


1978 


1972 
1978 


1972 


1978 


1972 
L978 


1972 
1978 


1972 
1978 


(n/k - not known) 
DESCRIPTION 


Articulated Horse-Box 
Articulated Tipper Truck 


Scammel Tipper Truck 
(withdrawn ca. 1978) 


Tractor Transporter 


Cargo Hauler and Pallet Loader 
(withdrawn ca. 1979) 


Mercury Cougar 

Reissued as ‘Cougar Dragster’ 
in 1972 

Tractor Transporter 
(withdrawn ca. 1978) 


Dodge Charger 

Reissued as 'Dodge Dragster ' 
in 1973 

SRN 6 Hovercraft 


Mercury Police Car 
Articulated Low Loader with 
Bulldozer 


Lamborghini Miura 


Scammel Container Truck 
(Containers came with various 
liveries) 


'Seaburst' Power Boat and Trailer 


Digger and Plough 


Mercedes Benz—-Binz Ambulance 
Cement Truck 


Camping Cruiser 
Power Boat and Articulated 
Transporter 


Drag Pack (Station Wagon + Trailer 
and Dragster ) 


Bedford Skip Truck 


Miura 'Seaburst' Set (K-24 + K-25) 
Ford Delivery Van 


Mercedes C.11]1 


Unimog and Compressor 


Bertone Runabout 

Peterbilt Articulated Truck and 
Van Trailer (liveries of 
"Christian Salveson' and 'Iglo 
Lagnese'. 'Gervais Glace’ added 
in 1979 and 'Pepsi-Cola' in 1980) 


Shovel Nose 
Farm Unimog and Trailer 


Citroen SM 
Cargo Hauler 

(Articulated Truck/Trailer with 
Crane on Trailer) 


COLOUR(S ) 


Red and fawn 
Red and yellow 
(Red and silver in 1978) 


Red and yellow 


Red and yellow 
(Blue tractors) 
Green 


Iridescent orange 
Purple with door 'flashes' 


Blue (Yellow in 1978) 


Blue (Orange in 1972) 
Orange with door flashes 


Blue and white 
(Red and white in 1978) 


White 

Blue and yellow 
(Red in 1979, orange in 
1980) 


Red 
(Blue and yellow in 1975) 
Red and White 


Yellow trailer, orange 
and white boat 
(Boat was red and white 
in 1975) 
Red and silver 
(Orange and silver in 
1980) 


White 
Yellow and white 


Yellow 
White and red 


Green Station wagon, 


Yellow trailer and purple 


dragster (K-21) 
Orange 
As for K-24 and K-25 


Red ('Avis'), Orange and 
white ('U-Haul') 


Light brown 
(Green in 1973) 
Yellow and red 


Orange 
White 


Yellow 
Dull brown 


Red 
Yellow and white 


SCALE 


1/63 
1/62 


1/69 


1/62 


1/60 


1/40 
1/40 


Fee 


1/48 
1/48 


1/116 


1/50 
n/k 


1/43 


n/k 


1/43 


n/k 


1/45 
n/k 


1/48 
n/k 


1/50 


n/k 


1/43 
n/k 


1/44 


n/k 


1/44 
n/k 


1/44 
n/k 


1/43 
n/k 
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CAT NO YEAR OF INTRODUCTION DESCRIPTION COLOUR(S SCALE 
K~34 1972 Thunderclap (Formula | racing car) Yellow 1/40 
(withdrawn ca. 1977) | 
1979 Pallet Truck and Fork Lift White truck, red fork lift n/k 


(TO BE CONTINUED) 


: . ; . J . ' 
(We should finish the 'King Size' series next issue and then we get into the 'Models of Yesteryear ) 


The Editor 
AMRA Journal] 
Dear Rex 

The past several AMRA Victorian Branch Exhi- 
bitions at Camberwell have perpetuated an annoying 
and unnecessary practise concerning the entry 
forms and the 'Certificates' issued to competitors 
in the Open Modelling Competition. 

For the benefit of those unfamiliar with 
the requirements of this competition, it should 
be explained that the official entry forms contain 


two distinct sections on the one. sheet. The 
: . ' 

upper portion provides space for the entrant s 

name and address, category of entry, description 


of model, and other relevant information. 


The lower half repeats the category details, 
and the gauge and scale, but also provides blank 
spaces for the builder's comments about the model, 
and what commercial parts, if any, were incorpor- 
ated in its construction. When the competitor 
delivers his entry to the Exhibition Manager, 
that official divides the form, and places only 
the lower portion with the relevant model in the 
display case. Thus the judges are not aware 
of the respective entrant's name, which is as 
it should be. 

However, at the completion of judging, every 
competitor, place winner or not, has a 'Certifi- 
cate' made out in his or her name. Personally, 
I consider these 13 x 11 cm cards serve little 
purpose and are superfluous. But whether they 
are or not, why place them with military precision 
over the entrant's information sheet concerning 
each model? 

As a result of this peculiar habit, for almost 
the complete duration of the four-day Exhibition, 
it is not possible to read the competitors’ com- 
ments. Simply because these often interesting 
remarks are effectively masked by cards bearing 
nothing of importance, except the entrant's name 
and what the model purports to be. And in any 
case, the latter is usually obvious to the casual 
observer. 

Another unrelated aspect of the presentation 
of this competition, both to the general public 
and those such as myself who are interested in 
practical model building, is the long overdue 
provision of lighting in the display cases which 
contain these models. Many fine miniatures on 
which the builders have obviously spent’ great 
time and talent and creativity are '‘unviewable’, 
particularly those in the smaller scales. 

This unfortunate situation arises because 
of daylight reflections in the cabinet glazing 
during daytime, and almost non-existent artificial 
light at night. Surely the cost of a set of 
fluorescent light units, which even today can 
be purchased for around $10 each, is not beyond 
the financial resources of the ‘Old Vic'? Just 
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one tube in each cabinet would be a vast improve- 
ment on the present reliance on daylight dazzle 
Or night time gloom in the existing shadowy en- 
closures. 

I have great admiration for the people who 
year after year expertly organise and run this 
large Exhibition. I therefore hope the fore- 
going will be accepted as constructive suggestions 
to make an overall ‘good show' just that little 
bit better. 

Yours sincerely 
Rick Richardson 


BEIT TERE TEE TEE ETE TEE ETE TIE TEE TE TEE FE TEESE SE TEE RET ETE HEE EEE HE 


The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 

I wish to make a comment on part of the letter 
of Ern Raddatz published in Pop Valve, Issue 17] 
of Journal. 

In the 12 years that I have been a member 
of AMRA, | have still to find anything I would 
consider miserable within the Association, not 
even a rise of 14% in Branch (Queensland) member- 
ship. 

Yours sincerely 
Bob Mawson 
Queensland 


The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Mr Little 

How refreshing it was to read the long letter 
in Issue 171 of Journal from Peter Betts. 

I feel certain that the 1380 members (approx) 
of the Scalefour Society and the 2030 (approx) 
members of the EM Gauge Society will be delighted 
to know that because all their layouts were built 
to the standards laid down by the Societies, and 
all their interchangeable stock runs on all those 


layouts without derailing, that they have got 
it wrong. 

Only Mr Betts who, in Journal 169, states 
that: "Visiting EM stock (to Mr Betts' layout) 


has not worked well up to now..." has the correct 


set of standards, despite his admission in the 
same Journal that, because of his standards, he 
has been forced to introduce 'slop' into his wheel- 
sets to get them to perform. 

Come on, Mr Betts, it really is a case of 
"Look at all those people marching, they're all 
out of step except for our Peter!" 

Further in the Journal is a most welcome 


letter from Mr Raddatz commenting on the applied 
censorship. The intelligent can only agree with 
all he says, unfortunately the current Federal 


Secretary has banned all comment, but his own. 

As to taking over the FEDCOM, we'd love to - 
but I refer you to Issue 168 of Journal wherein 
the current Federal Secretary laid down his rules 
for the conduct of any election. 

Paul Kehoe 
Western Australia 
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PRESIDENT'S PARAGRAPH 


One of the benefits of membership in a nation- 
al organisation is that of fellowship with people 
of like interests across the country. I was 
fortunate to experience this myself recently while 
Visiting the Victorian Branch Exhibition, and 
subsequently a private visit to Mousehaven and 
the Branch meeting at the Clubrooms. 

I was made to feel very welcome. In fact 
by the Thursday I felt that I should consider 
changing my membership, so warm was the acceptance 
of me by the officers and members of the Branch. 
Thank you one and all. 

Back to my first point. We in the Queensland 
Branch look forward to meeting visiting members 
and do not need much of an excuse to open the 
Clubrooms. I urge all members when you travel 
to get in touch with fellow members in the area 
you visit. This will be to the advantage of 
both and strengthen the bond of membership through 
fellowship. 

Cec Wall 


KREG HEE H 


QR _ LAYOUT NEWS 


The Queensland Railways QLX wagon which con- 
tains the electrification layout has been touring 
again; this time from Cairns to Nambour. Fortun— 
ately, Branch members Don Warn did the first two 
weeks and Arthur Hayes did the second two weeks 
of the recent month long tour during February 
to March. All the replacement parts needed to 
repair the locos did not arrive in time for this 
tour and Don was left with only four good locos. 
Don and Arthur certainly need some sort of medal 
to keep the trains running almost 12 hours a day 
everyday of the tour, although Arthur commented 
that they were down to one loco during the last 
hours of the last day at Nambour. 

And the layout will be off north again after 
our Exhibition; it is believed it will visit 
Cairns again as well as Charters Towers to coincide 
with a special event and other towns like Ayr 
and Innisfail. The QR also plans to set it up 


KEE 


at the RNA show in August too. Further news 
and more details in the next Journal. 
HHI HHH HHKKH HRKEK 


QUEENSLAND BRANCH EXHIBITION 


At the time of writing, our exhibition is 
only two weeks away. Things are shaping up well, 
with some 33 model railway displays, eight trade 


Stands and four other stands (ARHS, etc). A 
full report in the next issue. 
HHH HRI HHH HHH IN 
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MEETINGS 

At our February monthly meeting, Jim Bilby 
gave an excellent talk on 'Simple Buildings’. 
His method on construction using wood and card 
1s easy, cheap and good. One big advantage in 
this method is that it is non-injurous to your 
health. 

At our March Workshop meeting, a talk on 


however, due to. lack 
We plan to rerun 


controllers was prepared; 
of interest, it was cancelled. 
the program after the Exhibition. 


Our March monthly meeting was conducted by 
Committeeman Neil Johnman; the entertainment 
being a slide competition. Only three members 
entered slides; all three members sharing prizes 
equally. The results were as follows: 

Railways in the 80s 

lst C Malone 1460 Class goods at Burpengary 

2nd C Malone Two 2240 Class on grain train at 
Eagle Junction 

Steam Hauled Passenger 

Ist N Johnman PB15 732 on Beaudesert Line 

2nd S Malone BB18% 1079 departing Stanthorpe 
one winter's morning 


Historical Railway Scene 
lst S Malone BB18z; 1079 and 1072 departing 
Mayne 


1300 Class on coal train in Cen- 
tral Queensland 


2nd N Johnman 


HHH HIE HHKH HH HH 
EXHIBITION FENCING 
After the Branch obtained the fencing of 


the Hobby Show Group, a maintenance program needed 
to be carried out. A general clean up of the 
100 or so sections turned out to be three days' 
work for 10 or so members; however, it'll look 
great at the show with all sections fully repaint- 
ed. Special thanks to all members who gave a 
hand to the massive task. The roof over Stewart 
Wall's garage was extended to give the newly re- 
stored fencing better protection from the weather. 


BEER HCE KEKE KEKE 


VIS TTORS 


The Clubrooms has been host to many visitors 
recently - too many to mention here, but certainly 
enjoyed their visit and hope they did too. Adrian 
Gunzburg was a special exception however; a 
Special get-together was organised (mainly for 
the Sn33s) to meet him and compare ideas - espec- 
ially with moulding methods. Adrian is noted 
for his book on WAGR Locomotives. | 
HHH HHH 
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LAYOUT CHANGES 


Echo Point has been fitted with an extra 
external point control panel to enable better 
and easier use of the passing loop at this loca- 
tion. Perhaps other minor alterations can be 
done to the Clubroom layout to give easier and 
more enjoyable operation. 


HERE KREG HEHE HE KEK HEE 


JOURNAL COMMENTS 


Some members were concerned with the 'miser- 
able membership gain' comments in the last Journal. 
Perhaps the writer is ignorant of the special 
conditions in Queensland. However, the kind 
remarks in the last AMRM Mailbag were rather com- 
plimentary. 


REEEE HEHEHE HHH HK KKEKE 


SALES CUPBOARD 


Geoff Perkins closed his Hobby Shop at Ipswich 
recently, and many bargains were snapped up by 
members. The Sales Cupboard benefited too, with 
a greater selection of drills, styrene and screws 
now available. 

The flasher unit, assembled as a_ workshop 
project recently, will be soon available for sale 
as a complete unit. This unit can be used in 
a level crossing situation to flash two lamps 
alternately. One member fitted this unit toa 
WHE Sn34 wagon for use in powering a BOG (battery 
operated guards); these are used in Queensland 
to replace guards vans on two-man crew trains. 
This flashing light assembly is clipped on the 
buffers of the last wagon. Those trains sure 
look strange without the van. In the model form, 
the BOG can be powered by a 9 V battery. 

The Branch now has metal (brass) HOn34 wheels 
to fit the HOn3; bogies in stock. These will 
cost about $1 each. Very good running qualities. 

Also, Glen Wright has his Sn34 QR QLX Louvre 
Wagon as a kit in _ production. The basic kit 
is approximately $5 with metal bogies available; 
these suit the Jackson 12 mm wheels available 
from Geoff Perkins. The whole wagon costs less 
than $15. Good value. Available on order from 
Glen. 

Clive McTaggart also has the Jackson 12 mm 
wheels. 


HIE THK 


PEEK 


HUH IEE 


17 Thur 


24 Thur 


-eeGround Floor, 
== Station, Grey Street, South Brisbane. 
‘rooms are normally open from 6 pm on Thursdays 
iand from noon on Saturdays. 


CLUBROOM NEWS 


The fast clock has been repaired (thanks 
Jess), and timetable operation is available on 
the Club layout again. 

The North Coast Model Railway Group visited 
the Clubrooms again recently, and what a_ busy 
day it was. Members who were present were busy 
Operating the main control panel (four trains 
in operation at most times), or chatting and an- 
swering enquiries of the visitors. As well, 
three of our Gold Coast members paid a visit the 
same afternoon. 

Congratulations to Ken and Wendy Edge-Williams 
and family on the safe arrival of another son. 

Congratulations also to Peter Strautmanis 
on his appointment as Locomotive Cleaner at QR's 
Mayne Loco Depot. 


HHH HHH HHHHKH HHH 
LIBRARY NOTES 
Members are requested to return all Club 


books within a reasonable time - please make sure 
they come back. Members are also requested not 
to remove plans from the Clubrooms without the 
approval of the Librarian. Many plans are irre- 
placeable and some plans that have gone missing 
are very difficult to replace. 

Members are also requested not to remove 
recent periodical publications from the Clubrooms * 
so that members always have access to the details 
of the latest happenings, events, etc. 


KEKE 
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BRANCH TIMETABLE 


JUNE 
5 Thur Layout running 
7 Sat Layout maintenance 
12 Thur Workshop evening - 7.45 pm 
Controllers - Cec Wall 
19 Thur Layout running 
21 Sat Layout running 
26 Thur Monthly meeting - 7.45 pm 
Barry Peterson to talk on his turn- 
table construction 
JULY 
3. Thur Layout running 
> Sat Layout maintenance and running 
10 Thur Workshop evening - 7.45 pm 


Controllers - Part 2 
Layout* running 
Layout running 
Monthly meeting - 7.45 pm 

Bring something to show and tell 
(20 slides, short movie, new or old 
model, book, etc) 


19 Sat 


HHKEKE HEHEH 


Meetings continue as normal at the Clubrooms, 
South Brisbane Suburban Railway 
The Club- 
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Inside the electric train 
shed, Mayne Junction - nice 
and clean ...&- 
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Branch Secretary - John Harry, 68 Lahona Avenue, 


EAST BENTLEIGH 


PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 


Well the 1986 Camberwell Exhibition has come 


and gone, and to all who were involved in the 
presentation I would like to express a_ special 
thank you. Whether you were involved in hall 


security, supervision of entrance and exit doorways 
or on the U-drive, your help was certainly apprec- 
lated. The same goes for those who toiled in 
the church hall opposite with the preparation 
of meals; without this sort of assistance, staging 
a four-day exhibition would be very difficult 
indeed. 


While on the same subject, I would also like 


to thank Marie Lloyd, Judy Marsden, Elizabeth 
Secker and my wife Orietta for the assistance 
with food preparation for the Club's Open Day 
on 23 February. 1 must also thank Roger Lloyd 
for his magnificent effort on the BBQ ensuring 
that everybody's meat was cooked to their own 
preference. This sort of support definitely 


makes the President's job a lot easier. 

For those who have not been to the Clubrooms 
for some time, our building is starting to look 
like an island in a sea of destruction. The 
Arterial Road (Freeway) is proceeding apace through 
the valley to our rear and already most of the 
houses and shops to the south in Wills Street 
have been demolished. Only time will tell what 
the long term effect will be on the Clubroomn, 
particularly after all the works have finished. 
To date vandalism has not been a real problem; 
let us hope this continues in the future. 

I hope nobody took exception to my comment 
in the last Journal regarding the GWR and LMS. 
Actually, my first faltering step into the hobby 
was (many years ago) to attempt to build a layout 
based on the LNER. The intervening years have 
seen a shift to the local prototype; however, 
for nostalgic reasons I have retained books on 
the British railways. IT still have the four- 
part set by Ian Allen titled Locos at the Grouping 
and the follow up set From Nationalisation to 
Modernisation, and I still get a kick when refer- 
ring to these publications because of the wealth 
of information therein. 

Referring back to the Exhibition, I was pleas- 
ed to meet some of our fellow members from inter- 
state. Among those I met were Federal President 
Keith Wilcox, Queensland Branch President Cec 
Wall and Norm Read representing the NSW Branch. 
Cec was also able to attend our monthly General 
Meeting on the Thursday after the Exhibition. 

The snippet in the last Journal regarding 
a model of a V/Line N Class diesel-electric needs 
to be clarified. Apparently the first production 
model is to be a Victorian Railways 4-6-2 tank. 
It is hoped that if the loco is produced, it will 
be available as an original Dde, as well as the 
later D4 version. 

In closing, I would again like to congratulate 


3165 


the layout workers for their efforts in the last 
few months; particularly for the extra time put 
in to enable the layout to be operational for 
the Open Day. The Purple Koala Award must go 
to Manfred Ebinger for the days of his spare time 
he spent on the layout. When time and space 
permits, we will print some photos of the layout 
showing the various stages of demoliton (alter- 
ations) and the subsequent rebuilding. 
Geoff Brown 
HHI HHI 
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VICTORIAN BRANCH EXHIBITION 


The 1986 Exhibition at Camberwell has been 
and gone, I would like to thank the exhibitors 
and the members who assisted in making the Exhi- 
bition a success. I would also like to thank 
Elizabeth Secker and her assistants for the meals 
and the many cups of tea they served. Roger 
Lloyd did his usual excellent job with our printing 
requirements. It was pleasing to see an increased 
number of interstate members from Adelaide, Sydney 
and Brisbane at this year's Exhibition. 

The following Awards were made: 

BEST PRIVATE LAYOUT 
Die Kurbadtaleisenbahn - Robert Wingad 


BEST CLUB OR SOCIETY DISPLAY 
Northern Model Railway Society 


BEST COMMERCIAL DISPLAY 
Branchline 


BEST DISPLAY BY PUBLIC VOTE 
Croydon Narrow Gauge Group 


Open Modelling Competition results were as 
follows: 
WINNER OF AMRA CUP BEST MODEL 

Arthur J Brook - VR Pioneer Coach 


BEST LOCOMOTIVE 
John McCallum - SAR 2-6-0 


BEST ROLLING STOCK 


Passenger — Arthur J Brook VR Pioneer Coach 


Freight - Andrew Turnbull N/G Caboose 


BEST LINESIDE STRUCTURE 
Mark Linhart - N/G Water Tank 


FYBREN AWARD - BEST AUSTRALIAN PRODUCED KIT 
Tony Kociuba - BGM VR Latice Bracket Signal 
Bob Edwards 
Exhibition Manager 


HKEKE HERE HEHE MH 


WANTED 


The Layout Group is in need of material for 
dust covers for the Exhibition layouts in storage. 
If you have any unwanted sheeting (condition not 
important), the Club would be glad to take it 
off your hands. 

HHH ee 
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Bill Morehouse is retiring from the Victorian 
Branch Committee of Management after many years 
of service, including a stint as Branch President. 
Bill will continue to run Willsland, the Branch's 
‘odds and ends' shop. 
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PROGRAM 
JUNE 
] Sun Operating Day - US rolling stock 
1.30 pm 
12. Thur Annual General Meeting - election 
of Committee of Management 
Model - Your choice of open Bogie wagon 
Photo - Model goods shed 
14 Sat Casserole Night - Clubrooms - 7 pm 
15 =Sun Working Bee - Clubrooms - 10 am 
21 Sat Layout Visits - Meet at Clubrooms - 
1 pm 
29 Sun Running Day - Your equipment - 1.30 pm 
JULY 
6 Sun Operating Day - British rolling stock - 
1.30 pm 
10 Thur General Meeting - Annual Auction 
Model - Australian produced kit 
Photo — Prototype lineside junk 
Z/ Sun Running Day - Your equipment - 1.30 pm 
AUGUST 
3. Sun Operating Day - Australian rolling 
stock - 1.30 pm 
14 Thur General Meeting - Mystery film night 
Model - Open (standard categories) 
Photo - Model lineside junk 
17 oun Working Bee - Clubrooms - 10 am 
Jk Sun Running Day - Your equipment - 1.30 pm 


AMRA Journal 
“GENERAL NEWS 


March was a '‘busy' month. The Annual Exhi- 
bition, which is reported elsewhere, has come 
and gone; the weather was kinder to us this year, 
with a couple of cooler days and the Treasurer's 
smile is a little wider. I felt that the standard 
of exhibits was better than 1985, 

The General Meeting was a 'Show and Tell' 
night. David Morrison produced an adjustable 
locomotive and rolling stock cradle; Roger Lloyd a 
model of a typical trestle bridge; Gordon Fox a 9F 
converted to a Crosti boiler using a Crownline 
kit; David Brown a NSW K wagon converted to a 
shunter's wagon and a KF wagon scratchbuilt and 
Stuart Westerman a long cradle for permanently 
coupled DMUs, a coupler height gauge and a multi- 
level stackable carrying case of locos and rolling 
stock. 

We were pleased to greet several interstate 
visitors to this meeting; Messrs N Read, G Bennett 
and G Killham from NSW and C Wall and L Johnstone 
from Queensland. 

Thanks from the branch are due to Manfred 
Ebinger for the donation of BGB rolling stock 
kits, to Jack Treseder for the construction of 
show cases and carrying frames for the Modrail 
layout, to Stuart Westerman for his part in the 
resurfacing of the hall floor, and a vote of thanks 
was passed to the layout group. 

April meeting was a clinic night, with seg- 
ments being presented by Graham Nitz on electron- 
ics, particularly on diode matrices for road set- 
ting; Rob Dall on soldering; Alan Dowell on 
Simplicity of control; Geoff Brown on construction 
of BGB kits and Roger Lloyd on point making. 
Graham is preparing an article for Journal on 
diode matrices and Rob's message is 'clean, clean 
and clean again', 


Competition Results 


Photographic Competition 


March - no entry 

April - Prototype passenger train 
Slide - John Harry 'Australind, WA 85 points 
Print - John Harry Timbertown, NSW 70 points 


Modelling Competition 


March -— Open category 
NSW Bracket Home Signal - David Morrison 


96 points 
April - Australian produced kit 
VR GH wagon - Trestle Hobbies kit - 
Alwyn Cutmore 91 points 


Open Day - 23 February 


A successful social gathering took place 
on the last Sunday in February - BBQ lunch, talk 


and trains. About 50 visitors and uncounted 
members enjoyed the facilities at Glen Iris. We 
entertained representatives from the following 
groups: 


Corio Model Railway Club 

Wingrove Lines (Jack McLean) 

Melbourne Model Railway Society 

Bendigo Model Railroaders 

Southern Cross Model Railway Association 
waverley Model Railway Club 

Gippsland Model Engineering Society Inc 
Camperdown Railway Society Inc 

Ballarat and District Model Railway Club 


Bayside Model Railway Club 

Eltham Model Railway Circle 

Steam Locomotive Society of Victoria 
Victorian Model Railway Society 


MM Se 
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LIBRARY NOTES 


I'd begun to feel that there were no inter- 
8 


esting railway or model railway books being pub- 
lished until I went to town the other day. What 
really had been lacking was me. Here are the 


titles I picked up in half an hour's browsing. 

One I'd previously missed, Paul Mallery's 
Design handbook for Model Railroads (Carsten 1979). 
It's densely packed with information, ideas and 
references to successful layouts, possibly too 
densely for a tyro. For someone with a little 
experience, setting out to create a new layout, 
it should be enormously useful. 

The Branch Line by Lloyd Holmes is not just 
about any branch line, but the Wodonga-Tallangatta- 
Cudgewa railway, begun in 1887 and finally closed 
in 1981. It had 35 bridges in its 69-mile length, 
including one trestle, over 80 feet high, that 
would grace an American layout. A good little 
book, with plenty of evocative photographs, of 
a typical branch line, a nice little one to model, 
with the unexpected bonus of that lovely trestle. 

Trying to keep track of William A Bayley's 
publications is hard. His Blue Mountains Railways 
is published by Locomotion Productions, though 
the cover has the Austrail Publications logo. 
His Pichi Richi Railway admits to being published 
by Austrail, but its first page (clearly no money 
for title pages in this sort of production) says 
Pichi Richi Revival. It's unfair to sneer. 
These booklets do an important job in bringing 
the minutiae of railway history into the open. The 
Blue Moutains title brings together the stories 
of the two zig-zags and that of the Wolgan Valley 
shale and coal lines. Pichi Richi Railway gives 
a brief history of the Port Augusta-Government 
Gums line, and a longer and more affectionate 
telling of its reopening as the enthusiasts line 
running today. 

Wal Larsen was sad to see the dead and dying 
lines of Victoria, and decided that he must write 
down some at least of his memories of those lines 


while there was still time. His 'Change here 
for...' is a collection of memories, mainly of 


Good reading. 


FROM THE PRESIDENT 


Since my last letter in Smoke Signals, 1 
have experienced a most enjoyable "Rail Fans Tour 
of New Zealand. The party of 42 included groups 
from USA, United Kingdom and Australia, with only 
one New Zealander - the tour escort. Bruce and 
Steven Dunne of AMRA, Victoria, were in the party. 

During the tour we travelled approximately 
5500 kilometres by road and rail on both islands. 
We rode in the 'Silver Fern' from Hamilton to 
Palmerston North, climbing the Raurimu Spiral 
on the way and in the South Island we took the 
express from Picton to Christchurch, then crossed 
the island to Greymouth through Arthur's Pass 
and the 8.5 km Otira tunnel. Later we rode the 
Southerner from Invercargill to Timarau. These 


Suddenly it is fashionable to publish collec- 
tions of railwayiana, especially railway journeys. 
John Cook has compiled A Book of Australian Railway 
Journeys (Collins). The Argus, 1854 is represent- 
ed, as are Mark Twain, Henry Lawson, Patsy Adam 
mths s <. A few are by Australians in other 
lands, all are readable. Good fun, a good present 
for a railfan. 

A book of pictures 
New Zealand: Railview's 
Album, to follow, confusingly, their Railview's 
New South Wales. Good pictures, in black and 
white (or gold and white) and a few in colour, 
but the small format limits its usefulness for 
those seeking details. 


from Lodestar Press in 
New South Wales Steam 


Brian Carroll is establishing a corner in 
popular railway history. His Railways (I can't 
reproduce the typographical peculiarity of the 
cover): A History of Australia's Trains is just 


that. Good reading, lots of illustrations, mostly 
familiar. 


This is Clyde Motive Power, published, of 


course, by Clyde Engineering, is an unashamed 
puff for the company, produced by an expert PR 
team, but it does include diagrams and specifica- 


tions for all its current locos, and, thrown in 
without comment, the Talgo pendular trains. Tilt- 
ing trains (presumably the British HST is one) 
are hardly what we're used to buying from Clyde. 


From Transit Press, Melbourne Tramways by 
David R Keenan. History, routes, rolling stock, 


lots of pictures, 
Street 
work. 


including a cover of the Bourke 

Mall with pedestrians. A nice piece of 

I couldn't resist it. 

Brian Southwell 
Librarian 
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were scheduled NZR trains. 
The Auckland Railway Enthusiasts 
train took us from Auckland to Tauranga and Mount 


Excursion 


Maunganui. On the Otago Excursion train we enjoy- 
ed a dinner-excursion and a journey up the Taieri 
gorge to Pukerangi through incredible scenery, 
having photo stops with both trains. 
Visits to Museums included: Motat at Auck- 
The Bush Tramways Pukemiro Line, The Glen- 
brook Vintage Railway, The Tokomaru Steam Museun, 
Wellington Tramway Museum and The Engine Shed 
at Paekakariki, The Silverstream Railway Museum, 
The Kingston Flyer and Shantytown at Greymouth. 
At all these places we were received with the 
utmost hospitality, with unlimited rides and spec 
ial photo stops. : 
We also rode on the various suburban trains 


land, 
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and visited the NZ Railway workshops in the Hutt 
Valley. I was surprised by the stability and 
comfort of the main line trains - the service 
on the Silver Fern was similar to that of an air- 
line, 

In addition to the railway interest, we visit- 
ed such places as Rotorua, Waitomo Caves, Milford 
Sound and beautiful Queenstown. From Te Anau 
we crossed to the West Arm of Lake Manapouri where 
we travelled 2 km down a tunnel to inspect the 
underground hydro electric power station. 

Many of the group were also modellers - as 
was the tour escort Peter Dickenson who is also 
involved with the Railway section of Ferrymead. 

The tour was arranged by the New Zealand 
Government Tourist Bureau, and, as an enthusiasts 
group, we received privileges not normally avail- 
able to tourists - such as visiting the bridge 
of the inter-island ferry. 

We were most impressed with the excellent 
organisation of the tour. Many commented = on 
the efficient luggage handling and on the way 
the group ‘got on' together. It was with a sense 
of sadness we reached the end of the tour and 
said goodbye to our new-found friends. 

Similar tours are planned for November 1986 
and March 1987 for which tours Peter will again 
be the escort. 

All that remains for me to do now is sort 
and catalogue my slides! 

Bob Wardrop 
HHH HHI 


KEEKEK KEKEK 


NEWS FLASH! 
3801 IS TO BE PAINTED IN CANDY STRIPES! 


Well, that isn't official yet, but another 
of my attention-grabbing headlines!! Seriously 
though, David Hill (no, the real one), Chief Execu- 
tive of the SRA, was seen at last year's exhibition 
paying very close attention to that model of '3800' 
in the lollypop scheme and was muttering words 
like 'hmm, may be we should..... ; 

While on the subject 
is, 12 inches to the foot) trains, if current 
reports have any basis for truth, the face of 
the NSW system is about to undergo the most signif- 
icant change since the advent of dieselisation. 
It has been reported that within the next few 
years, all locomotive hauled and self-propelled 
country passenger. trains (with the exceptions 
of the the XPT and double-deck interurbans) will 
be withdrawn from service, The locomotive fleet 
is also on the ‘Hill Hit List' with the 421, 422, 
44, 442, 45, 46, 47, 48 and 49 classes to be phased 
out. All that will be left will be the 80, 81, 
85 and 86 classes, plus XPTs. 

The message from this is simple - get your 
camera clicking now, for tomorrow may be too late! 
(Unless, of course, you only like 80, 81, 85 or 
86 classes! ) 

Now for some Clubroom news. The Committee, 
at its last meeting, approved the N scale layout 
proposal (see elsewhere in this edition of Smoke 
Signals). The design is absolutely brilliant 
and a credit to Dave and the two Glenns, Glenn 
Watson doing the drawing. I'll make you a deal 
Glenn: I'll help build the layout if you can 
draw another design for the new HO Club layout. 

Philip Morgan 
HHH 


So, 34 4 54M, 34 M« 
BREE GE HEEEK 


SOUTH WEST RAIL GROUP 


The Committee has decided to terminate 
the South West Rail Group meetings, effective 
from 21 June. There simply aren't enough avail- 
able Committee members to supervise these meetings. 


KEKE KEKE 


com | 
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A NEW HO SCALE EXHIBITION LAYOUT 


well, it had to happen! We've been bitten 
by the Bi-centenary Bug! A meeting will be held 
on Saturday 19 July to discuss proposals for a 
new HO scale exhibition layout, such layout to 
be displayed at the 1988 exhibition. Interested 
members should come along with proposal sketches 
(on paper!). Full specifications of the proposed 
layout can be obtained by writing to PO Box 194, 
Rockdale. 


HHH KHUN 


HAWKESBURY 


The question is then what is going to happen 
to Hawkesbury? It is most unlikely that’ the 
layout will be displayed at this year's exhibition. 
The general feeling seems to be that the layout 
will be disposed of when the new layout becomes 
operational in 1988. lf you have any thoughts 
on this, we would like to hear them, 

Philip Morgan 


N SCALE REPORT 


The layout 
exhibition at Ryde in 
undergoing a facelift 
provement program. 


is to be displayed at the SCMRA 
June. It is currently 
as part of an overall im- 


Dave Bennett 


QO REPORT 


The only thing happening on the O gauge sec- 
tion is planning for an exhaust system to cool 
the mezzanine area. 

Norm Read 


HHI KHHKK 


PROGRAM 

25 Pri Layout Operation 

AUGUST 
2 Sat AMRA NSW Branch 30th Anniversary Dinner 
8 Fri Video Night 

16 Sat Auction 

22 Fri NMRA Slide Clinics 

SEPTEMBER 

6 Sat Layout Operation 

12 Fri ) 

20 Sat ) Exhibition Preparation 

26 Fri ) 

OCTOBER 
' Pri Exhibition set-up 

4 Sat ) 1986 Model Railway Exhibition 
5 Sun ) E G Whitlam Recreation Centre, 
6 Mon ) Memorial Avenue, Liverpool 


HHH HUH 


NOTES ON THE PROGRAM 
Saturday 2 August - has been set aside for ouF 


30th Anniversary Dinner. Details and bookings 
by writing to PO Box 194, Rockdale. 


HHH KHER 


HHH 


SUBMISSION OF PLANS FOR PROPOSED N SCALE 
PERMANENT LAYOUT AT AMRA CLUBROOMS 


by Glenn Watson 
Dave Bennett 
Neil Watson 
Glenn killham 


The annexed plan shows the area under the 
mezzanine level of the AMRA Clubrooms at Rockdale. 
The proposed plan for an Australian prototype 
N scale layout incorporates approximately 12 metres 


- 
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of double mainline and the same length of single If it is found necessary, slight modifications 
line branchline, excluding the terminus length. not affecting the space allocated nor the general 
The format is that of a dogbone with concealed Character of the layout may be made. It is ex- 
end loops allowing trains, in effect, continuous pected that the time of completion will be three 
run if desired. Two large main line stations to four years at a maximum. 
dominate the plan and allow plenty of scope for 
shunting activity. seed Wks ckeeces Vecs FRISIAN HEE HEA AE MAB HHHE 


between the two for smaller trains. The branch 
features a small passing station, a goods siding 
and the terminus. 

The type of services to be provided by rolling 
stock include the following: 
‘ Passenger service (at all stations) 
. Wheat (silos) 
‘ Stock (races) 
: Petroleum products (oil depots) 
‘ General goods (goods sheds and loading bays) 


The minimum train length (including engine) 
on the main line is 1100 mm, and the maximum re- 
fugeable train on the branch is 950 om. The 
view is taken that these lengths strike a favour- 
able balance between train length and operational 
Capacity of the layout. The main aim has been 
to cater for the inevitable domination of American 
rolling stock, which, because of its availability 
in ready-to-run form, will undoubtedly form proto- 
typically long trains on this layout. 


NSW BRANCH N GAUGE PLAN 
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EXHIBITION REPORT 


We are still awaiting news from the 120 or 
so AMRA members in WA about the wonderful layouts 
and other things which they want to show to an 
admiring public at our MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION. 
So far, we've heard from only TWO of our members 
that they want to exhibit something. This is 
very disappointing and has resulted in a reapprais-— 
al of the size of the venue which we shall be 
using for the Exhibition. There is no point 
in having a hall of the size where our previous 
Exhibitions have been ‘'comfortable' if we have 
in 1986 an Exhibition which is only a quarter 
of the size of earlier exhibitions - it would 
look lost in such a hall. Fortunately, we had 
not gone firm on any particular hall, having op- 
tions on three, and we are now looking at one 
of the smaller ones to see if we would fit. 
It's very much a ‘chicken and egg' situation. 
We need to know the size of our Exhibition before 
we can make a sensible decision on the hall we 
should hire. We don't want to be in the position, 
though, that we make a decision to use a smaller 
hall and THEN a lot of our members come along 
and tell us that they want to exhibit at the Exhi- 
bition. IF YOU INTEND TO SHOW OFF YOUR SKILLS 
OR YOUR LAYOUT (IN WHOLE OR IN PART) AT OUR MODEL 
RAILWAY EXHIBITION, THEN PLEASE LET ALAN PORTER 
KNOW ABOUT YOUR INTENTIONS NOW! 


If there is little more response to the re- 
quests for support in mounting this year's Exhi- 
bition, then we will be looking at press~ganging 
some of our members who have shown their wares 
at previous Exhibitions to dust them down, chase 
out the moths and silver fish and show them at 
this year's Exhibition. 

Please remember that AMRA (WA) is generally 
regarded as the 'senior'model railway organisation 
in Western Australia, and it is up to us to present 
the hobby to the public in a thoroughly profession- 
al way. We can only do this with the full backing 
of all our members in exhibiting and helping with 
the running of the Exhibition, before, during 
and after the Exhibition. It's your Association 
as much as ours and we need more support in running 
this Exhibition than has so far been forthcoming. 

Alan Porter 
Exhibition Manager 


HEKEE HHEHE HHH E HEE EH 


OBITUARY 


It was with much sadness that we learned 
of the death in January of one of our newer mem- 
bers -— Hubert Selby. Hubert and his wife, Jill, 
joined AMRA early in 1985 and, although we did 
not see them at Meltham, they did a ‘short shift’ 
at the 1985 Exhibition. Jill is disposing of 
Hubert's model railway items (N scale), and John 
Jodrell is assisting in this. John would welcome 
genuine enquiries about this collection. 

HHI HI 
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PROGRAM 
MAY 
28 #£=Wed Collation of The Branchline and the 
Exhibition Guide 
30 Frei. Exhibition setting-up 
fe al Sat Model Railway Exhibition 
JUNE 
] Sun Model Railway Exhibition 
2 Mon Model Railway Exhibition 
7 Sat  Clubrooms tidy-up 


We would like as many as possible of our 
members to come along to help get the Clubrooms 
back into some sort of order. 


11 Wed Exhibition ‘Post Mortem' 

We can only learn from our mistakes and at 
this Post Mortem we will have a critical look 
at the Model Railway Exhibition and where we think 
we did things well and where we think that things 
could have been better. 


16 Mon  'Bring and Show' 

Bring along a latest project, a model, a 
loco, a book or an acquisition and give a relaxed 
talk or demonstration to other members for a few 
minutes, Please remember to support this inter- 
esting activity and bring something along with 
you - don't leave it to everyone else! 


21 Sat General Club activities 

At these meetings, the Library will be avail- 
able for use by members and the OO layout will 
be available for members to run their stock. 
There will be other members and fellow modellers 
to talk to if you're the non-active type! 


25 Wed Club Projects evening 

We want the new N scale layout to progress 
faster than it has been doing in recent weeks, 
but to do that we want more effort from you, the 


members. See Simon Mead about what has to be 
done - you might just be the one who knows all 
about something which is coming up! 
30 Mon General Club activities 
HURHH HHI 

TIMES OF MEETINGS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
Mondays and Wednesdays 8 pm 
Saturdays 2 pm 

All meetings will be held in the Clubrooms 
on Meltham Station unless otherwise noted. The 


rooms will be opened 15 minutes earlier. 


KEEEE KEEKE HEE HK KEE HE 


I CAN GET IT FOR YOU CHEAP..... 


We have all made comparisons from time to 
time of the prices which we see advertised in 
the British railway modelling magazines and the 
price tags carried by the same items when they 
do eventually appear on the shelves of the hobby 
shops in Perth (to be fair, sometimes, they appear 
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here before they appear in the UK, e.g. the 'Main- any Customs Duty upon entry to Australia. I 

line' 20T private owner wagons which were in Perth am not too sure about Sales Tax on magazines 

for about four months before there was any mention though. . 

in the UK press. Also, to be equally fair, some- All this is a lead up to a comparison I made 

times the items we see in the UK press do not of the prices of the UK magazines which I saw 

show up at all in Australia!). Well, I do not in the newsagents at the Shopping Centre close 

intend to '‘'stir that pot' - it's been stirred by where I live and the annual subscription prices 

before - except to mention that the items we drool advertised in those same magazines. I knocked 

Over generally bear both Customs Duty and Sales up the following table, which converts the annual 

Tax imposts before they get into the Australian subscription to Australian Dollars using a factor 

distribution system. But, as far as I know, of $Al = 48.75p, which is equivalent to one pound 

that's not the case with the very magazines in Stirling = $A2.05. For ease of comparison, the 

which we have read about all those 'cheap' goods magazines are listed in the order of ascending 

in the UK. As far as I know, these do not bear UK cover price. 

MAGAZINE UK COVER PRICE ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION PRICE IN RATIO 
NEWSAGENT (see below) 

£ $A $A 

Model Railway Constructor 90p* 14.50* 29393 cae Pes 

Railway World 90p* 14.50* 29.75 3,20 1.29 

Railway Modeller 90p 19.00 ") 38.95 3.25 1.00 

Scale Model Trains 95p 13.00 26.05 6 er 1.42 

Railway Magazine oop" 15.50% 31.78 Oe be 1.04 

Modern Railways 95p* 15.00* 30.75 Be be ot 

Your Model Railway 95p 25.00 ‘7? 51.25 2.75 0.64 

Steam Railway 21.10 17350 35.88 6 ee 1,12 

Practical Model Railways £1.10 14.30 (2) Vie ee os 4.00 1.64 

Rail Enthusiast Railway od LO 18.00 36.90 Seo 1.09 

Railway Reflections £1,25 12.00 (3) 24.60 n/a - 

Trains Illustrated £1.25 6.50 {4) 13.33 3.95 1.19 

Locomotives Illustrated 2 wre a. = Pa be. (3) 19.99 4.95 1,49 

Model Railway Journal 21.50 11.58 (4 5) 23.74 4.50 1.14 

British Railway Journal £1.50 FatZ ee) Lowes n/a ~ 

NOTES 

= Indicates that there has been a rise of cover price and of the annual subscription as from 

1/1/86. The survey was of prices of magazines published in November and December 1985. 

(1) Despatched by Surface-Air Lifted Mail 

(2) May also be despatched by Surface-Air Lifted (or Air Mail) at a higher price. 

(3) Published six times per year 

(4) Published four times per year 

(e») Calculated on basis of UK cover price plus surface mail cost of 43p per issue 

Ratio 


This is derived from the following equation: 


Price in newsagents x 12 (or x 6 or x 4) * 
Ratio = 


Annual subscription, expressed in $A 


* depending on frequency of publication 


It is a measure of the attractiveness of obtaining a magazine by direct subscription. A high ‘ratio’ 
means that you can save by a direct subscription, whereas a 'ratio' of less than 1.00 means that it 
is cheaper to acquire your magazine at the local newsagent (or’ hobby shop) - if their prices are the 


Same). 
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Well, after all that, what can we conclude? 
For a start, you would have to be slightly mad 
to take an annual subscription to ‘Your Model 
Railway' when you can get it at the newsagent 
at 64% of the cost. Of course, you would have 
to wait for the newsagent's supplies to come out 
to Australia in bulk (probably by container), 
whereas the subscription copies come out by air 
and are here within a week or so of the publication 
date. It was not quite as bad as this up until 
the end of November last when the cost of an annual 
subscription went up from £17.80 to £25.00 (al- 
though the UK subscription rate only rose from 
£15.30 to £16.00!). The ‘ratio’ was then Q.90, 
i.e. you could get the magazine 10% cheaper at 
the newsagent than if you had a direct subscrip- 
tion. 

lf you want to see what Hattons or Railmail 
have 'on special' and you intend to be the last 
of the big spenders, then you are certainly better 
off with the earlier delivery afforded by the 
direct subscription. 

Then we come to ‘Railway Magazine’ (which 
is only 4% dearer at the newsagent), ‘Rail Enthus- 
iast' (9% dearer) and ‘Steam Railway' from the 
same stable as ‘Rail Enthusiast’ (12% dearer). 
When you look at the cost of transmitting money 
by bank draft to the UK (I know you can use your 
credit cards), it hardly seems to be worth the 


trouble of taking out an annual _ subscription. 
The same goes for ‘Model Railway Journal’ and 
probably also for ‘British Railway Journal', al- 


though I have no data on this magazine. 


After that, we come to a group of magazines 
which cost between 20% and 35% more at the news- 
agent than if you have a direct subscription. 
These are ‘Trains Illustrated’ (going out of publi- 
cation anyway), ‘Railway World', ‘Modern Railways' 
and 'Model Railway Constructor’. It seems that 
you do really start to save something with these 
when you get them out from the UK by surface mail. 

And you are definitely saving money if you 
have a direct subscription order for 'Scale Model 


Trains’ (422). ‘Locomotives Illustrated' (492) 
and, at the top of the pile, ‘Practical Model 
Railways' (64%). 

The magazine distributors probably have a 


dozen good reasons for the variations which this 
survey reveals. I'd like to hear them. 

Just a note of caution before you race off 
to the bank and get a bank draft (or you use your 
ISD telephone facility and your credit card) to 
get your magazines direct from the Uk by subscrip- 


It is possible for the British Post Office 
and Australia Post to actually lose things and 
you will miss out on your copy of the magazine 
(e.g. the Branch missed out on its subscription 
copy of the January 1986 issue of ‘Railway Model- 
ler', and since 1979 I have lost 12 copies of 
a weekly avicultural newspaper to which I have 
been subscribing; this is equivalent to 3.32 
loss). 

I've noticed recently that the newsagent 
has on his racks copies of magazines, to which 
I subscribe, before I have received my copies. 
This seems to be due to the fact that the mails 
come out from the UK in the same container ship 
as the bulk supplies for the newsagency trade - but 
they are a bit quicker off the mark than Australia 
Post! 


Well, there it is. You pays your money 
and you takes your chances. I'd welcome any 
Constructive criticism and/or remarks on _ this 
topic. 

Alan Porter 
IIH HUH HHH HHH 


YOUR SLIP £5 SHOWING... «uc 


If you've never been at the Clubrooms when 
The Branchline is put together, then you have 
really missed out on one of life's great exper- 
iences! If you're forever going around in circles 
or if you have sticky fingers, then collation 
duties are for you. If you've got a good strong 
thumb for folding the magazine before stapling 
or an even stronger thumb for folding it ‘across 
the grain' before the wrapper is put on, we've 
got just the job for you too. And if you were 


good at deck quoits on your last ocean cruise 
or if you're pretty good at darts, then 'post 
code' sorting can be just up your alley! Love 


to see you next time we do it - it should be on 
the evening of Wednesday 28 May 1986. Make a 
note in your diary now! 

We did have a slight problem when we collated 
the last issue however. In place of the usual 
mob of bank robbers, we had to make do with some 
quite honest, straight chaps, whose fingers were 


not at all sticky. The net effect of this was 
that there were some 18 collation errors made. 
Some of these were quite easy to spot - like a 
copy with two covers, for instance. But most 


of them were not picked up before the stapling, 
folding, wrapping and sorting stages. In fact, 
14 of them went undetected and were only picked 
up in a subsequent ‘audit’ the next day before 
they were mailed out or distributed to the libra- 
ries and the hobby shops. This is about 3.54 
of the copies assembled and MUCH higher than. we 
have ever had _ before. We hope that no other 
copies escaped detection, but if one or two did, 
then we can replace any defective copies which 
members or our other readers who see The Branchline 
in the libraries or who get their copy of The 
Branchline from the hobby shops have found to 
be not quite right. 

As for the future, weil, we intend to give 
our collators ‘sticky fingers’ by equipping them 
with rubber finger stalls and we will be putting 
another person in the assembly line to physically 
check each collated set of pages before they are 
Stapled. 

Well, nobody's perfect, are they? 


REECE HEEEK HEKEE KEEEE 


OUR: UNDERSTUDY ss a2. 


It's a recognised arrangement in the theatre 
to always have in reserve an actor (or actress) 
who knows the lines of the principal parts and 
who can go on stage 'at a moment's notice' should 
one of the principals not be available. is 
good training for the understudy (for that's what 
they are called) and at the same time 'the show 
must go on’. 

Well, AMRA (WA) is a bit like that - we've 
always got an understudy at the ready (haven't 
we?). Just as well we do this because we found 
that at our programmed February ‘entertainment’ 
meeting on 3 February, neither of the two speakers 
we had lined up to talk on 'The Diesel Locomotives 
of British Railways' were able to be present. 


So, we had to call on our understudy. The 
only problem was that he did not know a great 
deal about the subject matter involved. Not 


to worry - he spoke at considerable length of 
"Researching and Prototype’ (or something along 
those lines!). It was a very well received talk, 
with a lot of audience participation. It may 


even have been better than that what was pro- 
grammed! 
Thanks, Paul (Kehoe), for being the under- 
study. 
HHI HHH HHI HHH 
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REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 


Ken O'Shea in Karratha is trying to find 
the locomotive allocation at the Southern Railway 
Motive Power Depot at Plymouth (Friary) for the 
period 1945 to 1947. Can anyone help, please? 


PRET 


KEE HHH HIE 


LAYOUT NOTES 


HALTWHISTLE (OO SCALE) LAYOUT 


Haltwhistle has now been 
is in full working order. 

We were able to take advantage of the layout 
being dismantled for display at Channel 9 to per- 
form some much needed maintenance and modifica- 
tions, I would like to thank all those members 
who assisted with this work. 

While on display at Channel 9, the layout 
performed reasonably well, despite a couple of 
"resident gremlins’. A quick ‘'‘flick' and it 
appears that the gremlins have now been evicted. 


reassembled and 


KEES HEHEHE 


COLORADO PACIFIC RAILROAD (N SCALE) LAYOUT 


No progress of late due to the work being 
done on the Haltwhistle layout and pressing work 
around the Clubrooms (in particular, removing 
the Westrail paint from three of the doors so 
that the graffiti artists' works of art can be 
removed easily with a quick wipe with a paper 
towel soaked in MEK). 

Simon Mead 
Layout Manager 


HERI HEHEH HEB 3 KHEEE 


THANK YOU..... 


To all those who participated in the setting 
up and the taking down of the display at Channel 9 
early in February and to those who spent a very 
enjoyable day 'playing trains’. Once again, 
my task in organising this event was made consider- 
ably easier by the way the volunteers offered 
their services and got stuck in on the days. 

Thanks also to the provider of the mountain 
of sandwiches and pikelets which kept the worms 
happy during the set-up on the Saturday. Thanks 
a million, Marge - they were very much appreciated. 

Ted Thoday 


HEHE KKEKE HEE H HHH KH 


JUST STARTING? 


Are you just starting in the hobby of railway 
modelling? A new book entitled 'Starting in 
Model Railways' by Chris Ellis, who is the Editor 
of 'Scale Model Trains' and is writing the series 
in the magazine, may well be of use to you. See 
the advertisement in the November issue of 'Scale 
Model Trains' (page 105). Also of interest may 
be the new Kalmbach series of videotape cassettes 
On railway modelling techniques advertised on 
page 109 of the same issue of that magazine. 

These tapes are all to the PAL 625 system and 
available in Beta and VHS formats. 


HH GEE HEE HERE HIS HAE 


ARE YOU A (REAL) FINESCALE MODELLER? 


Then your inside cylinder locomotive should 
have working inside motion!!! See the P K Dawson 
advertisement on page 109 of the November issue 


of 'Scale Model Trains' - etched mild steel and 
nickel silver kits for working modified Stephensons 
inside motion in both 4 and 7 mm scales. Now 


to get the boiler to make steam??? 


KEKE HREHH HHH UWRF HH 


NEW MEMBERS 


We warmly welcome the following new members 
of AMRA to the Branch, and we trust that their 
membership will be both long and fruitful: 


Richard Adams Scarborough 
Bob Mangan Koolan Island 
Gary Lamb Karratha 
M Paget Collie 
The last two ‘new faces' were advised to 
us by the Federal Registrar, and so we on the 


Branch Management Committee have not yet had the 
pleasure of meeting them - we hope to see you 
chaps whenever you are in Perth. 

In the last issue of The Branchlines, we 
wrongly spelled the name of new member Colin Gil- 
dersleve. Sorry about that, Colin - it won't 
happen again! 

HHH SHH 


HEHE HHETEE 


BRANCH ACTIVITY VIDEOS 


Regular readers will be aware that over the 
past 12 months, a number of videos have been made 
of talks, demonstrations, etc, given at the Branch 
meetings. 

The first three of these ('Silastic and Vacuum 
Moulding’, 'Bring and Show' on 12/6/85 and ‘Better 
Soldering’) have all been seen, assessed and well 
received by our three volunteer 'guinea pigs' 
and are now available for general release. Your 
comments and constructive criticism are welcomed 
to enable us to improve the future filming and 
editing, etc. 

The presenters of each topic are willing 
to attempt to amplify the subject matter by letter, 
Or phone if necessary, to help you get more from 
the individual videos. 


HEI HEHE HEEE EK HEE HF 


LIBRARY NOTES 


Well, life is almost back to normal in the 
Library - plenty of work to do and seemingly little 
time to do it. We need more magazine boxes made 
urgently, so on the next projects evening (16 
April), help would be gratefully received in making 
up boxes. 

The main reason for this 'surge' is the five 
cartons of books and magazines brought back from 
Esperance by Simon Mead's parents as part of the 
Broughton Boydell estate, bequeathed to us by 
his widow, Ruth. The books so far catalogued 
are as follows: 

The Dawn of World Railways 1800-1850 


by O S Nock 00174 
Trams in Colour (Since 1945) by J Joyce 00175 
Trains Annual 1953 edited by C J Allen 00176 
Metalwork by C P Carey 00177 
Gear Wheels and Gear Cutting 

by A G Marshall 00178 
Model Boilers and Boilermaking 

by K N Harris 00179 
The Amateur's Lathe by L H Sparey 00180 
Milling in the Lathe by E T Westbury 00181 
Using the Small Lathe by L C Mason 00182 
Scale Model Traction Engine Building 

by L C Mason 06058 
Miniature Locomotive Construction 

by J H Ahern 06059 
Making Model Railways (Ward, Lock) 06060 


Two other recent additions to the Library 


are as follows: 


Life on the Lines by J Farrington 00173 
An Index to Railway Model Drawings 
by S A Leleux 09008 


The latter of the two is not to be removed 
from the Library - it is a reference book only. 
This book will be supplemented shortly by a recent 
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me 


Ian Allan publication which is No 7 of the ‘Model 
Railway Constructor Special’ series, namely "Model 
Drawings Reference Book' which is on order, togeth- 
er with three Ian Allan books by Chris Ellis - 
"Modelling the GWR', ‘Modelling the LMSR', 'Model- 
ling BR Today’. 

The Leleux book and the 'MRC Special’ No 7 
will give us a complete index of all drawings 
of British outline railway items which have appear- 
ed in the model railway press since 'the beginning 
of time’. Leleux covers ‘Railway Modellers', 
'Model Railway Constructor' and ‘Model Railway 
News' (and its successors) from the 30s or the 
commencement of publication, whichever is_ the 
later, up to December 1972, as well as some narrow 
gauge and historical publications. A supplement 
brings it generally up to date to the end of 1974. 
The MRC Special No 7 covers the same three British 
monthly magazines from January 1959 up to June 1985 
(and you can't be much more up to date than that!). 
All that remains to be covered (and may be one 
of our members may care to do this) are the newer 
British and quarterly/bi-monthly magazines, ‘Scale 
Model Trains', ‘Scale Trains', ‘Model Trains’, 
'Model Railway Journal' and 'Practical Model Rail- 
ways'. All of these have appeared (and died, 
in some cases) in the past three years. 

To all those new members in the Branch, remem- 
ber that it's your Library as well as the 'old 
timers’ in the Branch. I look forward to seeing 
you soon. 

To close - a little knowledge (not enough 
to be dangerous, though). Did you know that 
the most southerly railway in the world isn't 
in New Zealand: it's in southern Argentina and 
it's the 2'6'" gauge railway operated by Ramal 
Ferro Industries, connecting the Rio Turbo coal- 
mines with the coast at Rio Gallegos, 162 miles 
away. 

Hirus Manuscriptus 


HERE HHKEE HHH H KEKE 


NOTES FROM AFAR..... 


From our Pilbara correspondent. 

Ex GWR 'Castle' class locomotive No 4079 
‘Pendennis Castle’ was taken under the wing of 
Hamersley iron last year and has been fully refur- 
bished from top to bottom. It should be ready 
for main line running again by the spring. 

The Pilbara Railway Historical Society also 
have a couple of diesels - one ex-Hamersley and 
one ex-Cliffs Robe River. There is also a Mount 
Newman F7 in the pipeline, and, of course, there 
is ‘Mabel’. All are being done up by a team 
of four people on a CEP grant. 


HIE HHH AHHH HIE H HHH IH 
ROAD VEHICLES 
An area of modelling which is’ frequently 


is that of the road vehicles on our 
In the past there has been very little 
readily available information on road _ vehicles 
of yesteryear. (Nonny is appalled that his series 
on the Matchbox vehicles has apprently not been 
read at all - just wait till he gets to the Models 
of Yesteryear series!!!) Not any more!!! Tan 
Allan Ltd have recently started publishing a maga- 


"neglected' 
layouts. 


zine titled ‘Vintage Road Scene' (similar size 
and basic format to ‘Locomotives Illustrated’, 
etc). A quarterly magazine giving an in-depth 


look at the transport scene of days gone by, lots 
of illustrations, some drawings and _ prototype 
information. The latest issue is in your news-— 
agents. 


WHEE HKKEHE HHH HE HEE HE 


HAVE YOU SEEN? 


Your Model Railway 


February: Six pages of Robert Skene's 
method of making trees, a lot of novel techniques 


not seen before. Project N Gauge, making the 
baseboards. Building the K's 'Lord Nelson' kit, 
with supplementary information, hints and tips. 
Dave Rowe's modelling board and other aids. Con- 
structing a furniture factory from the French 
MKD kit. Zero 1 track occupation circuits. Pro- 
tection and indication (overload and metering 
devices). 'Dogfish' ballast hoppers - prototype 


information, photographs, etc. 


March: Project N Gauge, baseboards and 
trackwork. Converting the D & S Models’ LNWR 
six-wheeled milk van kit to the four-wheeled ver- 
sion. Constructing a 3 mm J50 from the Esanel 
kit. Port Sandford Harbour, a 4 mm scale 16.5 mm 
gauge layout making good use of a small terminal 
station on a pier. 'Portrait of the Standard 9F' 
gives prototype information, photographs and a 
three-page fold-out drawing, together with various 
scrap sketches and photographs showing detail. 
'Wetheral', a superb NE layout (trains for Halt- 
whistle used to stop here!). The Austerity Class 
O-6-OST, prototype information, drawings, lots 
of photographs (12 in colour), livery details, 
etc. Close-up photograph of LMS Class 5 crosshead 
detail. Kit construction review of the Rodger 
Stenning kit for the LBSCR Class E4 - it would 
appear that this kit, in theory and with a bit 
of cross fitting (to use the author's words), 
can make the entire LBSCR 'E' range of classes. 


KHER KEE EK 


British Railway Journal 


No 9 Autumn 1985: The SER line through 
The Warren between Folkestone and Dover. The 
latter years of the GER ‘Intermediate’ 2-4-Os. 


A brief history and photograph of the LBSCR sta- 
tions at Balcombe and Forest Hill. The MR Stock- 
ingford Branch described. Supplementary infor- 
mation on BRJ No 2 article on Harvington. The 
collieries of the Cam Valley. McKenzie and Hol- 
land tall siding disc signal. 


HHH See 
Trains Illustrated 


No 57: The GWR 'Granges'. 
the Furness Railway in the 1860s. 
Power Depot modernisation - coaling plants. 
ways in the Vale of Clwyd. The 
success or failure? 
trains of the 1950s. 


Tourism on 
LNER Motive 
Rail- 
"Great Bear' - 
Pictorial article on local 
The Clogher Valley Railway. 


(Note: This is the last issue of Trains Illustra- 
ted; the reasons being given on the editorial 
page. However, there will be reprints of the 


original TI of the 1950s and 1960s during 1986. 
Also there will be a new Ian Allan quarterly publi- 


cation to be called ‘Steam Days'. The first 
issue was published on 12 March.) 
HHI sae 
Locomotives Illustrated 
No 45: Great Western 2-6-Os - a brief 


history of the development of the Moguls, supported 


by plenty of photographs with brief, informative _ 
captions. Covers the 'Kruggers', 'Aberdares’, 
Churchward 43XX and Collett 93XX classes. A 
numerical listing, by class, gives building and 


withdrawal dates, with notes giving some additional 
information. | 


KEKE KKEE HK 
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Practical Model Railways Model Railway Journal 
January: High efficiency loco drives - an No 4 Winter 1985: 'Llanastr', a small P4 
informative article by Sid Stubbs covering all layout based on Brecon and Merthyr Railway prac- 
aspects of gears, motors, chassis, flywheels, tice. A construction review of the D & S kit of 
etc. 'Talyllyn' - an 009 layout depicting the the Diagram O04 six-wheeled GWR Siphon, including 
whole of the Talyllyn Railway from Towyn Wharf a 7 mm scale drawing. 'No 1 Shop’ builds an 


to Nant Gwernoi. Review of the Craftsman LNER 
AS 4-6-2T loco kit. More on the BR Class 86 
electric locos - details and overhead photographs 
of pantographs. Low relief model of three shops 
in Wisbech, Cambs. Modelling London Tramways. 


February: Couplings - lateral thinking 
produces a hybrid design based on the best features 
of all the main types, including delayed action 
and capable of manufacture by chemical etching. 
How to build a cow. shed. Detailing the Lima 
BR Class 87 electric loco - again lots of pictures 
of the top-works of these locos. Super-detailing 
the Mainline GWR 2-6-0, O-6-2T and O-6-OPT. Goods 
sheds - details of the yard and how to build a 
small shed out of card. A big N scale layout 
to fit into a 9' x 7'6" room. Modelling the 
BR Mkl bogie brakes. 'Hintock Abbas (SR) - a 
minimum space OO exhibition layout. Review of 
the Nu-Cast LNER E4 loco kit. 


March: Building the 'Peter K' Furness 
Railway O-6-O 'Sharpie' kit. The story of Hornby- 
Dublo locomotives. More on BR electric locos 
- this time the Class 85 and Class 86/1 - again 


with plenty of photographs of pantographs = and 


roof detail. More on ‘Hinton Abbas' - magnetic 
Operated couplings and magnetically removable 
wagon loads. The ‘Brighton Belle’ - detailing 
the Wrenn model. Glues for modelling. Convert- 
ing the 'Nova' Hymek to two-rail operation. 
Barking trams! 

HHH HH Hea 


Scale Model Trains 


November : 'Test Track' - how do locomo- 
tives and track match up (00/HO). Improving 
Lima Mk 1 coaches. Small layout for French con- 
tainer operation. "Starting in Model Railways’ - 


controllers, wiring, etc. Converting the Lima 
O00 Class 50 to HO. Car carrier operations. Out- 
door OO/HO. GWR road/rail milk tanker from the 


Lima six-wheel milk tank wagon. 


December: 'Test Track’ - how do locomo- 
tives and track match up (N Gauge). Sentinel 
shunter for O gauge. Scratchbuilt road vehicles 
for N_ scale. "Starting in Model Railways’ - 
scenery and structures. SR rebuilt Light Pac- 
ifics - prototype information, photographs, etc. 
An N gauge beginner's layout. Alan Gibson chaired 
track reviewed. 


HHH Hse 
Railway Modeller 
February: "Thornbury Hill' - a_ fiddle 


yard to fiddle yard exhibition layout based on 
a south London setting. Allan Downes on building 
factories. Modelling the ‘Flying Scotsman’ using 
the Wills A3 kit as the base. Modelling the 
Southern Railway - Part 1, the locomotives. 'Tid- 
meric’ — a club O-16.5 layout. An N scale pridge 
Duilt in card. Design considerations for both 
home and exhibition layouts. Finishing a pair 
of narrow gauge locos (started in December 1984/ 
January 1985). GWR 47XX 2-8-0 prototype infor- 
mation, drawings and photograph. A 'stow-—away 
bedroom railway. More photographs of bridges 
and tunnel mouths. 


HHKEK HEHEHE 


SE & CR H Class 0-4-4T using the Wills kit as 
a base. A compensated chassis for an O-4-4T 
in 2 mm scale. Conversion operations on _ the 
Portescap gearbox. "No 1 Shop' reviews the 'Cen- 


tricast' equipment for white metal casting. 
The 'Small Suppliers Forum' briefly looks at a 
working 4 mm scale turntable, at 'Brassmasters' 
etched LNWR kit in 2 mm of a ‘Super D' O-8-0, 


at a new range of milled stripwood sections made 
in Britain (and said to be similar to North Eastern 
Timber, but made from a different and superior 
Asian timber), at Meridian Models kit for an indus- 
trial loco in 4 mm scale, at a new type of card 
kit for canal narrow boats, at Edwardian figures 
in 4 mm scale, at Chris Leigh's detailing parts 
for buildings and DMUs and at a 4 mm scale slate 
wagon. Bricklaying in 4 mm scale using and mod- 
ifying the refined Formcraft system now handled 
by Alan Gibson. A number of interesting letters 
on the O-4-4T chassis article in MRJ No 3 (Note 
that this magazine is now published bi-monthly 
instead of quarterly.) 
HHKKK 


Model Railway Constructor 

November: Information and drawings of 
the Class 76 and the prototype Class 89 BR electric 
locos. Scratchbuilt GWR M17 Bullion Van. The- 
ale - a prototype track plan with modelling poten- 


KHEE FE 


tial. 'Datafile’ on the Barnum and Bailey Advance 
Car No 1 - photographs, drawings, information. 
Centricast - a new concept in mould making and 
casting. First of a series on correct 'perspec- 
tive'. 

(Note: These items were wrongly attributed 


in the last issue of The Branchline to the October 
issue of Model Railway Constructor. The correct 
October items were listed in the December issue 
of The Branchline.) 


December: Scratchbuilt 1" scale tram 


system. Datafile on the GNR Quint-Art Restaurant 
Car set. Modern private owner wagons, Part l. 
Use of LEDs (light emitting diodes) on the layout. 
History of The Model Railway Club - 75 years on 
in 1985! 


January: Modern private owner wagons, 
Part 2. 'Datafile' on sundry vans of the GER 
built to diagrams 32 to 38, inclusive. Live 
steam conversion of a Burton ‘Jinty' to an LNER 
"Ardsley' tank. Conversion of the Hornby Class 
110 DMU to Class 108. 'Crichel Down' - a compact 
4 mm layout with excellent exhibition presentation. 


HH KHK HHH HHH UH HHH HA 


MEMORIES OF OLD OAK COMMON MPD - 1956 


Ken O'Shea has written up his memories of 
his experiences with the Western Region of British 
Railways at Plymouth (Laira) MPD and later at 
Old Oak Common MPD close to Paddington. He writes 
in a colourful style which is every bit as absorb- 
ing as some of the stuff that one reads from the 
Bradford Barton and Oxford Publishing Co stables. 

However, as the memories run to about six 
pages of The Branchline, this story will commence 
in the next issue of The Branchline and will extend 
Over three issues. Hope you can wait that long! 


HEHEHE HEHEHE KEE HHH I 
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SAFETY IN NUMBERS 


(GREAT WESTERN LOCOMOTIVES ) 


The pride of the Great Western Railway were 
the 'Kings', first built in 1927. The Paddington 
publicity department made quite a meal of them - 
highest tractive effort in the country, longest 
non-stop run in the country (London - Plymouth) 
and those names. The Caledonian Railway had 
been criticised for appropriating the Royal Arms 
of Scotland, much to the annoyance of the North 
British Railway who would most likely have done 
so had they thought of it first. Instead, Padd- 
ington took a copy of Holinshed's Chronicle off 
the dusty shelves and lifted the English kings, 
lock, stock and barrel! Although this was a 
great coup for them, as Paddington was a great 
believer in naming engines, they did get into 
a rut with naming the ‘'Halls', which produced 
such horrors (or were they intended jokes, perhaps?) 
as ‘Albert Hall', ‘Caxton Hall' and a host of 
quite unpronouncable Welsh ones. No surprise 
really, as apart from the first one named ‘Saint 
Martin', there were 329 others, so when production 
came to a halt after 22 years, it was thought 
that the last one should have been called "That's 
Al1"! 

The 'Kings' were few enough in number to 
avoid a similar trap, though one shudders to think 
what might have happened had more been built; 
one has visions of a Shakespearian ‘King Henry IV 
(Part Two)’. 


Another of the Great Western's favourites 
for mass production were the '57XX' class and 
their proposed successors, the '94XX' class 
O-6-OPTs. 

The first series of the Collett '57XX' 


O-6-OPTs was built by the North British Locomotive 
Company from January 1929. Construction continued 
almost uninterrupted until December 1950, by which 
time the class totalled 863 examples. 

They built them almost everywhere, with the 
workshops of W G Bagnall Ltd, The Yorkshire Engine 
Co Ltd, Kerr, Stuart and Co Ltd, Armstrong Whit- 
worth, Beyer Peacock and Co Ltd and, of course, 
Swindon, all chipping in with batches. 

The 210 '94XX' class O-6-OPTs were a less 
than satisfactory successor in that their greater 
weight meant that they were restricted to Red 
coded routes only. Some members of the class 
had a tragically short life. For example, No 9499 
built in July 1955, was withdrawn in September 1959 
after a life of only four years two months and 
a mileage run of only 53 735 miles - barely run 
in! The construction of the later examples of 
the class occurred concurrently with the 350 hp 


AMRA Journal 


diesel electric shunters - a clear waste of re- 
sources. 


HR HHT HE HEHE 


WHAT'S IN A NAME 


This series, which is really just a 'space 
filler', was not seen in the last issue of The 
Branchline, but as there is a bit over half a 
page to fill now, here goes with Part 3 - some 
more examples of nicknames given to British loco- 
motives by their handlers as expressions of love, 
hate, humour, testiness, inspiration, perspiration, 
Clc. 


The Turkey 


Dugald Drummond was not a man easily deflected, 
particularly from his mission of providing the 
LSWR with six-coupled express locomotives. His 
first five 4-6-Os, class F13, built 1905, were a 
gross disappointment, and, reflecting a_ shade 
cautiously, he confined his next six coupled ven- 
ture to one locomotive, although his Locomotive 
Committee had already sanctioned five. Thus, in 
November 1907, No 335, sole representative of 
the E14 class emerged from Nine Elms. Again, 
the long shallow firebox Drummond persisted in 
fitting proved fatal and on test, with TWO firemen 
on board, a coal consumption of 504 pounds per 
mile soon revealed No 335's inadequacy for express 
work. Even when she was relegated to main line 
goods duties, her voracious appetite for coal 
was hardly likely to lessen, and on the Southampton 
to Nine Elms goods run she soon acquired notoriety 
as 'The Turkey'. No-one, it seemed, could reduce 
her enormous appetite. Latterly, in the interests 
of leaving her fireman fresh for his herculean 
task en route, the practice was adopted of seeing 


that her coal supply was broken up BEFORE she 
left the shed! 

Officially, she was withdrawn in June 1914 
after running only 112 405 miles; but, R Urie, 


Drummond's successor, salvaged parts from her 
to add one more to his successful two-cylinder 


H15 class. With this new lease of life, No 335 
lasted until June 1959. 
Enigma 

W Martley's first design for LCDR, built 
in 1869 at Longhedge. A 2-4-0 with 6' drivers, 
Martley himself nicknamed it 'Enigma' because 


work on it was so often stopped for want of funds; 
he marvelled that it was ever completed! The 
name was ultimately adopted for the class of three 
locos. 


(to be continued - from time to time) 
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Grain loading facility on 
the Corio Model Railway 
Club's Modrail layout. 


Photo by Roger Lloyd 


